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OPEN ACCESS
PLAN S, FROM PRINCIPLES TO IMPLEMENTATION

After the launch of Plan S last September, now cOalition S published 
the guidance for its implementation by 2020. The guidance serves 
to clarify the Plan S provisions and describes implementation 

modalities. It also provides responses to questions and comments arising from online discussions and 
debates on Plan S.
Plan S is an initiative for Open Access publishing supported by cOAlition S, an international consortium of 
research funders, to which the INFN has signed up. Plan S requires that, from 2020, scientific publications 
that result from research funded by public grants must be published in compliant Open Access journals 
or platforms. 
Plan S aims for a system of scholarly publications that is more transparent, efficient and fair. It also aims to 
foster a culture that ensures all scholars, and in particular early career researchers, have the opportunity 
to excel and advance their careers.
To achieve this, Plan S identifies three main paths to follow: publication in Open Access journals or 
platforms, deposit of Versions of Record (VoR) or Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) in Open Access 
repositories without embargo, as www.openaccessrepository.it, and publication in ‘hybrid’ journals only 
under transformative agreements.
The guidance presented provides information and technical requirements on the three roads to Plan 
S compliance and gives indication of the policies that the cOALition S funders intend to put in place. 
cOAlition S welcomes feedback on the implementation guidance, in particular to identify specific areas of 
the Plan S implementation that require further clarification. ▪
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